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A. Course Description

This course introduces you to three genres of literature: short fiction, poetry and drama. It offers
techniques and practice in reading and enjoying literature. In this course we will examine a variety
of literary texts and discuss the conventions of both literary form and literary interpretation. We
will aim for developing stronger critical reading skills in order to get greater enjoyment out of
reading, analyzing and evaluating literature.

B. Course Outline

Week 1. (9/11) Introduction & Marjane Satrapis (Persepolis, film)

Week 2. (9/18) Raymond carver (Cathedral) & Grace Paley (A Conversation with My Father)

Week 3. (9/25) Tim O° Brie (The Lives of the Dead)

Week 4. (10/2) Kate Chopin (A Story of an Hour, 523)

Week 5. (10/9) Joyce Carol Oates (Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?)

Week 6. (10/16) John Updike (A & P)

Week 7. (10/23) James Joyce (Araby)

Week 8. (10/30) Edgar Allan Poe (The Cask of Amontillado)

Week 9. (11/6) Midterm Exam

Week 10. (11/13) Margaret Atwood (Lusus Natuare)

Week 11. (11/20) Toni Morrison (Recitatif)

Week 12. (11/27) Edwidge Danticate (A Wall of Fire Rising)

Week 13. (12/4) Gabriel Garcia Marquez (A very Old Man with Enormous Wings)

Week 14. (12/11) Flannery 0 Connor (A Good Man is Hard to Find)

Week 15. (12/18) Flannery 0 Connor (Good Country People) & (Everything That Rises Must Converge)
Week 16. (12/25) Charlotte Perkins Gilman (The Yellow Wallpaper)

Week 17. (1/1) Holiday

Week 18. Final Exam

C. Attendance & Participation

Attendance will be taken at every class meeting, and you will be marked absent if you are 20 minutes
late. You will automatically fail the course if you skip the class three times without legitimate
reasons.

D. Grading

Your grade in this class will be based on your attendance (10%), the midterm exam and the final exam.
The breakdown will be discussed in the class.

E. Texts

The Norton Introduction to Literature (Shorter twelfth Edition), ed. Kelly J. Mays (New York: W.W.
Norton, 2017)
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