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HAz4w it Course Description

This course introduces the principal genres and reading approaches of literature. Emphasis is placed
on literary terminology, devices, structure, and interpretation. While the first semester focused on
fiction, the second semester focuses on poetry and drama. Students will be enabled to examine a
variety of literary texts and discuss literary conventions, explore the literary forms, basic
structural elements, and creative writing techniques, and comprehend the critical glossary, literary
schools, and contemporary reading strategies. Students will learn how to approach literature as a
distinctive genre with its own specifications and acquaint themselves with the cultural and
historical contexts surrounding the texts, and develop strong critical reading skills in order to get
enlightenment and enjoyment out of reading, analyzing, evaluating, appreciating, and responding to
literary works.

FA P &  Course Objectives

To inculcate the skills for reading, analyzing, interpreting and appreciating literary works. By
close

reading English prose, short stories, poems and dramas, to enable the explorations of the literary
forms, basic structural elements, creative writing techniques, and comprehend the critical glossary,
literary schools and contemporary reading strategies
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¥ # i B # Teaching Schedule & Content

#F =t Week M % Subject/Topics # 3xRemarks
1 General Introduction
2 Poetry: Reading, Responding, Writing
3 Speaker: Whose Voice Do We Hear?
Situation and Setting: What Happens? Where? When?
A Theme and Tone

Language: Word Choice and Order

Visual Imagery and Figures of Speech

g Symbol

6 [Spring Break]

7 The Sounds of Poetry
Internal Structure

8 External Form

9 Midterm Exam




10 Drama: Reading, Responding, Writing

11 Elements of Drama

19 The Author’ s Work as Context: William Shakespeare
A Midsummer Night” s Dream (3-1)

13 A Midsummer Night’ s Dream (3-2)

14 A Midsummer Night” s Dream (3-3)

Cultural and Historical Contexts: Lorraine Hansberry’ s A Raisin in

15 the Sun (3-1)

Cultural and Historical Contexts: Lorraine Hansberry’ s A Raisin in
16
the Sun (3-2)

Cultural and Historical Contexts: Lorraine Hansberry’ s A Raisin in

T 1the sun (3-3)

18 Final Exam
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Textbook & Other References (Title, Author, Publisher, Agents, Remarks, etc.)
Textbook:

Mays, Kelly J., editor. The Norton Introduction to Literature. Shorter 13th Edition, W. W. Norton,
2019.

References:

Abrams, M. H., and Geoffrey Galt Harpham. A Glossary of Literary Terms. 11th ed., Cengage Learning,
2014.

Harmon, William. A Handbook to Literature. 12th ed., Pearson, 2011.
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Teaching Aids & Teacher’ s Website (Personal website can be listed here.)

H 48 L@ (Supplemental instructions)
1. This syllabus is subject to change given the dynamics and needs of the class. Students will be
informed and consulted about any changes in a timely manner.

2. Useful websites:
digital. wwnorton. com/1it13
sparknotes. com
cliffsnotes. com
merriam-webster. com




