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HAz4w it Course Description

This course aims to study American literature from its beginnings to 1865 and to help students
develop a greater understanding of American society, history, and culture. We will discuss and
evaluate the chosen literary works carefully and critically, paying special attention to how they
represent some of the most influential American literary themes and traditions. Students are required
to give one group presentation and at least three short individual presentations. In addition, they
are expected to come to class prepared and participate vigorously in class discussions.
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LB E R Benii# it 4 o Basic English ability in listening, speaking, reading,
A writing o

B EHEHEEL v B9 A #B % - Basic understanding of English and American
cultures and their literary histories.

EERFEY e R (7 %y e s ZK) 2 A A4 o Basic ability
C |to appreciate and analyze texts in different aspects: language, ethnicity, gender,
sexuality, and religion.

D |&& 5 A& a8a,5 & 4 - Basic ability to appreciate different arts.
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B EEFHAE -2 AL~ F 5 2 v L hi 4 o Basic ability to gather materials
required for textual analysis in preparation for either oral or written reports.
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¥ =t Week M % Subject/Topics # 3xRemarks
1 Introduction
9 “Beginnings to 1820” (3-28), “Native American Oral Literature”

(29-38) (Presentation 1)

3 Holiday, No Class




Encounter, Discovery, and Conquest: Christopher Columbus: “Letter
of Discovery” (44-51); John Smith: from The General History of
Virginia, New England, and the Summer Isles (53-65); Movie:
Pocahontas (Presentation 2)

Puritan World-Making: William Bradford: from Of Plymouth Plantation
(69-87); John Winthrop: “A Model of Christian Charity” (92-104)
(Presentation 3)

Public and Domestic Dissent: William Bradford: “Mr. Morton of
Merrymount” from Of Plymouth Plantation (87-90); Roger Williams:
from A Key into the Language of America (104-112); Anne Bradstreet:

“Prologue” (112-115), “The Author to Her Book” (122-123), “To
My Dear and Loving Husband” (124), “Here Follows Some Verses upon
the Burning of Our House, July 10th, 1666” (125-127) (Presentation
4)

The First Great Awakening: Cotton Mather: from The Wonders of the
Invisible World (159-165); Jonathan Edwards: “Sinners in the Hands
of an Angry God” (166-167, 192-204) (Presentation 5)

Enlightenment and the Limits of Reason: Benjamin Franklin: “The
Way to Wealth” (204-214), “Remarks Concerning the Savages of
North America” (216-220), from The Autobiography (220-231, 272-
284) (Presentation 6)

Midterm Examination

10

The American Self & Un-American Selves: J. Hector St. John de
Crevecoeur: from “Letter III. What Is an American?” (321-332);
Philip Freneau: “The Indian Burying Ground” (416-417, 418-419);
Phillis Wheatley: “On Being Brought from Africa to America” (420-
422), “To S. M., a Young African Painter, on Seeing His Works”
(428-429) (Presentation T7)

11

Revolution & Independence: Thomas Paine: from Common Sense (337-
345), “The Crisis, No. 17 (346-351); Thomas Jefferson: from “The
Declaration of Independence” (352-360) (Presentation 8)

12

“American Literature 1820-1865" (489-510); Washington Irving:
“The Author’ s Account of Himself” & “Rip Van Winkle” (511-527)
(Presentation 9)

13

The Noble Savage: James Fenimore Cooper: from The Last of the
Mohicans (527-536); Movie: The Last of the Mohicans

14

Intellectual Independence: Ralph Waldo Emerson: “The American
Scholar” (550-553, 582-595) (Presentation 10)

15

Romantic Skepticism & the Dark Side of the Soul: Nathaniel
Hawthorne: “Young Goodman Brown” (651-655, 668-677); Edgar Allan
Poe: “The Tell-Tale Heart” (731-73b, 762-766) (Presentation 11)

16

Romantic Individualism and Self-Reliance: Henry David Thoreau:
“Resistance to Civil Government” (900-918), “2. Where I Lived,
and What I Lived For” (962-972) (Presentation 12)

17

Women' s Voices: Margaret Fuller: from The Great Lawsuit (803-814);
Emily Dickinson: Poems #112, 340, 372, 479, 1263 (1246-1251, 1256,
1259, 1262, 1270)

(Presentation 13)

18

Final Examination
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FPERFT30 (3¢ 7% 3k FEp EP)
Textbook & Other References (Title, Author, Publisher, Agents, Remarks, etc.)
Textbook:

The Norton Anthology of American Literature. Vol. 1. Beginnings to 1865. Shorter 9th ed. New York/
London: W. W. Norton & Company, 2017. Print.

Befe it enl (REFB A PRIl ~ P 2 f0)
Teaching Aids & Teacher’ s Website (Personal website can be listed here.)
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