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HAz4w it Course Description

American Literature Il is designed to provide students with a general background in American
literature from 1865 to the present. In this course, we will study selected masterpieces by some
important American authors since 1865, helping students develop a greater understanding of American
literature, society, history, and culture. We will discuss the chosen literary works carefully and
critically, paying special attention to how they represent some of the most influential American
literary themes and traditions. Students are required to give one group presentation. They also need
to make three short individual presentations, answering questions based on the literary texts. They
are expected to come to class prepared and participate vigorously in class discussions.
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F =t Week R % Subject/Topics % IRemarks
1 Introduction
9 “American Literature: 1865-1914" (pp. 1-20); Mark Twain: “The
Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County” (pp. 101-08)
3 Henry James: “The Real Thing” (pp. 338-42, 382-99) (Presentation
D
A Kate Chopin: “Desiree’ s Baby” (pp.441-46); Charlotte Perkins

Gilman: “The Yellow Wall-paper” (pp.509-24) (Presentation 2)

5 Edith Wharton: “The Other Two” (pp. 524-39) (Presentation 3)

“Realism and Naturalism” (pp. 578-79); Stephen Crane: “The Open

6 Boat” (pp. 611-30) (Presentation 4)
7 “American Literature 1914-1945" (pp. 667-87); Susan Glaspell:
“Trifles” (pp. 750-61) (Presentation 5)
William Carlos Williams: “The Young Housewife,”  “The Widow s
Lament in Springtime,”  “Spring and All,”  “The Red

8 Wheelbarrow,” and “This Is Just to Say” (pp. 786-94); T. S.
Eliot: “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” (pp. 827-33)
(Presentation 6)

9 Midterm Examination




F. Scott Fitzgerald: “Winter Dreams” (pp. 973-90) (Presentation

10 1)

“American Literature since 1945” (pp. 1069-90); Elizabeth Bishop:
11 “The Fish,”  “In the Waiting Room,” and “One Art” (pp. 1106-
09, 1113-16) (Presentation 8)

W. E. B. Du Bois: From The Souls of Black Folk: I. “Of Our
12 Spiritual Strivings” (pp. 559-67); Ralph Ellison: “Battle Royal”
(pp. 1209-20) (Presentation 9)

James Baldwin: “Going to Meet the Man” (pp. 1330-43)

13 (Presentation 10)
14 Movie: Alice Walker: The Color Purple
15 Toni Morrison: “Recitatif” (pp. 1427-42) (Presentation 11)

16 Gloria Anzaldua: “How to Tame a Wild Tongue” (pp. 1557-67);
Leslie Marmon Silko: “Lullaby” (pp. 1579-86) (Presentation 12)

17 Jhumpa Lahiri: “Sexy” (pp. 1691-1707) (Presentation 13)

18 Final Examination

% % ¥ & Teaching Strategies

\\\ﬁr

HE P Lecture % B 33#Group Discussion l:, BE Y Field Trip

ﬂ s Miscellaneous: Multimedia, Group and Individual Presentations, Class Discussion

% % 4] #7 p ® Teaching Self-Evaluation

£1374% % (Innovative Teaching)

BT £ 3 (PBL) g £ (75 (TBL) [] a8y (SBL)
|:| fuiEk %% Flipped Classroom I:l E35F* Moocs

A ¢ 7 = (Social Responsibility)

|:| f 3 F i Community Practice I:l A% £ iF Industy-Academia Cooperation

i3 & i¥(Transdisciplinary Projects)

I:l B % %% Transdisciplinary Teaching |:| Bk s %% Inter-collegiate Teaching

l:, #§7 & 3 Courses Co-taught with Industry Practitioners

H % other:




B2 5 A®E > ;¢ Grading & Assessments

e A 57 e b ] 5 ~3%E 2 3% Assessments
ES 3 TR 47 4117 L= R H o
[tems Percentage ¢z 9N 51 =3 A, N iy Hq
Group
L pE A 4 General 950 v Presentation +
Performance ! Individual
Presentations
e ¥ =4 Midterm Exam 25% v
# k¥ 24 Final Exam 25% v
t¥ 2% Homework and/or
Assignments
# # Miscellaneous . Attendance +
25% P
() Participation

FEE A LR
Grading & Assessments Supplemental instructions

FPERFT30 (3¢ 7% 34 FEp EP)
Textbook & Other References (Title, Author, Publisher, Agents, Remarks, etc.)

The Norton Anthology of American Literature. Vol. II: Since 1865 to the Present. Shorter 9th ed. New
York/ London: W. W. Norton & Company, 2017. Print.
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