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HAz4w it Course Description

The course aims to study current critical issues with attention to their links and/or breaks with the
past. Students will be familiarized with current theoretical models and critical strategies,
possessing a historical perspective on critical theory, and challenged to engage themselves in on-
going debates over literary studies

The course will peruse a series of problematics as surfaced in contemporary theories as well as
criticism in the past: (1) representation; (2) subjectivity; (3) form, structure, and system; (4)
history and society; (5) morality, class, and ideology. Theoretical trends covered include reader-
response criticism, New Criticism, (post)structuralism, psychoanalysis, Marxism, feminism, queer
theory, postmodernism, new historicism and cultural materialism, postcolonialism, stylistics,
narratology, ecocriticism, etc. Students have to read the chapters before they do their oral
presentations. Each student has to submit a 10-page midterm paper and a 10-page final paper, both
with works cited in the standard format.
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# I & B % Teaching Schedule & Content

¥ = Week R % Subject/Topics # :xRemarks

1 General Introduction

UCT: Chapter 1: Critical theory and you (pp. 1-13)

2 BT: Chapter 1: Theory before “theory” (pp. 11-39)

3 UCT: Chapter 2: Reader-response theory (pp. 14-38)
UCT: Chapter 3: New Critical theory (pp. 39-82)

BT: Chapter 2: Structuralism (pp. 40-60)
BT: Chapter 3: Post-structuralism and deconstruction (pp. 61-82)

5 BT: Chapter 5: Psychoanalytic criticism (pp. 97-122)
UCT: Chapter 4: Psychoanalytic theory (pp. 83-114)

BT: Chapter 8: Marxist criticism (pp. 159-74)

6 UCT: Chapter 5: Marxist theory (pp. 115-45)

7 BT: Chapter 6: Feminist criticism (pp. 123-40)
UCT: Chapter 6: Feminist theory (pp. 146-82)

8 BT: Chapter 7: Queer theory (pp. 141-58)

UCT: Chapter 7: Lesbian, gay, and queer theories (pp. 183-220)




BT: Chapter 4: Postmodernism (pp. 83-96)

9 BT: Chapter 9: New historicism and cultural materialism (pp. 175-
93)
10 BT: Chapter 11: Stylistics (pp. 205-22) Midtern Paper

UCT: Chapter 8: African American theory (pp. 221-62)

BT: Chapter 10: Postcolonial criticism (pp. 194-204)

1 UCT: Chapter 9: Postcolonial theory (pp. 263-305)

BT: Chapter 12: Narratology (pp. 223-47)

e BT: Chapter 13: Ecocriticism (pp. 248-78)

13 Review of Midterm Papers (2-1)

14 Review of Midterm Papers (2-2)

15 BT: Chapter 14: Literary theory—a history in ten events (pp. 279-
303)

16 BT: Chapter 15: Theory after “Theory” (pp. 304-41)

17 UCT: Chapter 10: Holding on to what you ve learned (pp. 306-25)

18 General Review Final Paper
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Textbook & Other References (Title, Author, Publisher, Agents, Remarks, etc.)
Textbooks:
Barry, Peter. Beginning Theory: An Introduction to Literary and Cultural Theory. 4th ed., Manchester

UP, 201T.
Tyson, Lois. Using Critical Theory: How to Read and Write About Literature. 3rd ed., Routledge, 2021.

References:

Adams, Hazard, and Leroy Searle. Critical Theory Since Plato. 3rd ed., Wadsworth Publishing, 2004.
Habib, M. A. R. Literary Studies: A Norton Guide. W. W. Norton, 2020.

Selden, Raman, et al. Reader’ s Guide to Contemporary Literary Theory. 6th ed., Routledge, 2016
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Teaching Aids & Teacher’ s Website(Including online teaching information.
Personal website can be listed here.)
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